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there, that took upon them to be surgeons. Some
were sow gelders, and some horse gelders, with
tinkers and cobblers. This noble sect did suclh
great cures, that they got tlhemselves a perpetual
name; for like as Thessahis' sect were called
Thessalions, so was this noble rabblement, for their
notorious cures, called dog-leaches; for in two
dressings they did commonly make tlheir cures
whole and sound for ever, so that they neither
felt heat nor cold npr no manner of pain after.
But when the Duke of Norfolk, wlho was then
general, understood how the people did die, and
that of small wounds, he sent for me and certain
otlher surgeons, commanding us to make search
how these men came to their deatb, wlhether it
were by the grievousness of their wounds, or by
the lack of knowledge of the suirgeons, and( we,
according to our commandment, made search
through all the camp, and found many of the same.1
good fellows whichi took upon them the names of
stirgeons, not onlv thie names, but the wages also.
We asking of them whether they were surgeons or
no, they said they were; we demanded with whom
they were brought up, and they with shameless faces,
would answer, either with one cunning man, or
another, which was dead. Then we demanded of
them what chirurgery stuff they had to cure men
withal; and they would shew us a pot or a box, which
they bad in a budget, wherein was such trumpery as
they did uise to grease horses' heels withal, and laid
upon scabbed horses' backs, with verval and such
like. And others that were cobblers and tinkers,
they used slhoemakers' wax, with the rust of old
pans, and made therewithal a noble salve, as they
did term it. But in the end this worthy rabble-
ment was committed to the Marshalsea, and
tlhreatene(d by the Duke's Grace to be hanged for
their worthy deeds, except they would declare the
trutb, what they were and of what occupations,
and in the end they did confess, as I have declared
to you before." p. 269.

"'Anatomical Manipulation: or the Methods of pur-
suing Investigations in Comparative Anatomy and
Physiolgy. Also an Introduction to the Use of
thl Microscope, 8rc. By ALFRED TULK, M.R.C.S.,
M.C.S., and ARTHUR HENFREY, A.L.S., M. Micr., S.
with illustrative diagrams." London: Van Voorst,
1844.
The authors of the work before us have undertaken

to supply the student in anatomy with directions how
to proceed hi the examination of the various organs
and structures found in the animal kingdom, and also
how to preserve these for future examination. They
have arranged their matter under three general
divisions.
The first division is occupied by the description of

the various appliances for dissecting, and all the
instruments used in making preparations. The second
division is devoted to the description of the optical

pVnFcdplep oa which the micrQscope in made i a portiou

that might have been left out without injury to the
work, were it not that the latter part of the article
treats of the use of this instrument as adapted to
anatomical research. The third, and by far the most
itmlportant division, contains instructions for dissecting,
and an account of the means best adapted for the
preservation of animal tissues.
A work embracing so tany subjects must be in

great part a compilation; for there are few who have
engaged themselves so extensively in the study of
comparative anatomy as to enable them to write from
their own experience a work on anatomical manipu-
lation. The authors have, accordingly, borrowed
very largely from a French work, the " Traite Pratique
et Theorique d'Anatomie Comparative." They have
also made use of many facts mentioned in anatomical
subjects in our own language. Such a work was,
however, much wanted in our language, and we
owe our thanks to the authors for having bestowed
their labour in writing a book upon this practical
subject; and although the work is faulty in the absence
of definite instruction in many points where the
student may require it-yet on the whole the pro-
duction must be considered as useful, and especially in
the present scarcity of works on the subject.
The chapter which treats of the osseous system is

by far the most perfect, and exhibits a considerable
practical knowledge in the preparation of skeletons.
That which treats of the tegumentary system, on the
other hand, is far from satisfactory, both as regards the
quality and the quantity of the matter wbich it
contains.
The general arrangement wiU not admit of much

improvement, but should a second edition be called
for, we would strongly urge the authors to condense
the matter in the present edition, and to add more
practical information, so that the student who is
as yet a novice in dissecting, may learn, at the least
possible expenditure of time in reading, the method
he should pursue in examining the particular part
with which he is desirous of becoming acquainted.
Descriptions cannot be too plain nor too much in detail
by which beginners are to be instructed, but at the
same time they should be in as few words as possible,
otherwise they become tedious, and will not be read.

In conclusion, we recommend to our readers the
above work, as the best in our language on the sub-
ject, and although we cannot give unqualified praise,
yet we would criticise it in no unfriendly spirit, and
trust that we may soon see a second and an improved
edition.

Advice to Mothers on the Management of ther 0-
spring, during the periods of Infancy, Chiildhood,
and Youth. By PYE HENRY CHAVASSE, Member of
the Royal College of Surgeons, London. Third
Edition. London and Birmingham, 1843. pp. 219.

Advice to Wives on the Management of themselves
during the Periods of Pregnancy, Labour, and
Suckling. By PYE HENRY CHAVASSE, Member of
the Royal College of Surgeons, London. Second
Edition. London and Birminghan), 1843. pp. 91.
These works it will be at oince perceived from

their titles are intended for general circulation, and
they seem to be well fitted for the purpose of offording
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useful information on many points on which young
wives and young mothers require advice. Although
we are precluded from giving any extended notice of
them, we may observe tbat, on looking them through,
many of the directions, especially with respect to the
management of children, have struck us as beihg
judicious, and if followed, well adapted to contribute
to the welfare of the infant and child. They may
prove useful also to medical practitioners as well as to
those to whom they are more especially addressed, by
directing their attention to many of the so-called
minor but really essential points in the domestic
management of families in which an opinion is not
unfrequently asked for.

ANONYMOUS CORRESPONDENT OF THE
LANCET.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AN¢D
SURGICAL JOURNAL.

SIR,
A scurrilous attack on tlhe Provincial Medical Journal

having appeared in the second number of the new
Lancet, in the form of a letter, professedly written by
one of the oldest members of the Provincial Medical
and Surgical Association, and dated Nottinghanm,
March 27, 1844; we, the undersigned, being the whole
of the Nottingham members of that Association,
hereby declare that no one of us wrote, or was in any
way cognizant of, the letter in question

JOHN CALTHORP WILLIAMS, M.D.
JOHN HIGGINBOITOM.
CHARLES STORER, M.D.
BOOTH EDDISON.
THOMAS WILSON.
F. SIBSON.
ROBERT DAVISON.
J. N. THOMPSON.
G. M. WHITE.
HENRY TAYLOR, M.D.

Henry Payne, M.D., of Nottingham, Member of the
Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, presents
hiis respects to the Editor of the Provincial Medical
and Surgical Journal, and informs Iiim that he did not

write, and that he does not know who did write, the
letter that has alppeared in the 2nd numnber of the
New Lancet, which reflects on the Provincial Medical
and Surgical Journal.

Newbill, near Rotherham, Yorlkshire.
4tlh month, 7th, 1844.

[Dr. Payne was from home, as the date of his note
shews, wlhen the letter to whichi it is attached was
drawn tip and signed. The Editor begs to ofer his
best thanks to the Nottingham Members of the Asso-
ciation for the manner in whiclh they have come for-
ward in support of the Journal on this occasion.]

CRIPT'OGAMIC VEGETKrIONS (?) ON THE
MUCOUS MEMBRANE OF THE STOMACEI.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND

SURGICAL JOURNAL.
SIR,

In the Provincial Medical Journal, No. 179, is an
account of " Cryptogamic Vegetations on the Mucous
Membrane of the Stomach after Death," by Dr. Lees.
A short time before it was published, I had examined
a body disinterred 18 months after death, on suspicion
of there having been poisoning with arsenic, and found
the mucous membrane of the stomach, as Dr. Lees de-
scril?es it in his case, of a deep chocolate colour. At the
cardiac extremity it was studded witlh numerous
white granular bodies about the size of millet seeds.
There were none at the pyloric extremity nor in any
other part of the alimentary canal. At first it w,s
thought these bodies might be arsenic, but upon exami-
nation by the usual tests, they yielded the same results
as adipocire. This also agrees with' Christison and
Buchner's opinion of wbat appear to be similar substan-
ces found under the same eircumstances. The stomach
and intestines, with their contents, were taken to London
by my partner, Mr. Turner, and examined -by Dr.
Leatheby, of the London Hospital, who could not
detect arsenic.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN AYLING BLAGDEN.

Petworth, March, 30tb, 1844.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAt AND

SURGICAL JOURNAL.
SIR,

There are two anonymous letters in the Provincial
Medical Journal, of the 10th of February and 2nd of
March, under the signature of "A Provincial," from
" Dorncaster," respecting the qualifications of Poor-law
Medical Officers, vhich I, as well as other practitioners
in this vicinity, think ought not to have been allowed
to be inserted without being authienticated by, the
author's name and residence.
Much as I regret that there are persons practising

as apothecaries and general practitioners in this neiglh-
bourhood, without the proper legal qualification, I
still imore regret that there should be one legal practi-
tioner, who can so far forget what his station in life
requires of him, as to allow himself, from any cause, to
write anonymotuly against the character of any one.

To set this matter right before the profession, I hope
you will give the namiie of the author of these two
letters, if youi know it: and if not, that the writer will,
in reply to this, do that justice to all parties himself.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servants

E. J. SHEARMAN.

Rotlherhamu, Marelh 25, 1844.


